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Purpose of the Study 



Previous studies of attitudes of students attending three predominantly black 
senior high schools and one junior high school in Kansas City, Missouri, have 
yielded baseline information about the viewpoints of students in a segregated 
blp-clty setting,’ The purpose of the present study Is to analyze data collected 
from a predominantly black senior high school In Kansas^Cityt Missouri^ as they 
relate to the Black Power concept. The groups or Individuals considered major 
influences In this community by students is also another major consideration. 

Identification and Importance of the Issues 

The term ’’Black Power" has become an Important concept In the thinking of 
Americans, The wide diversity of meaning attached to this slogan makes it diffi- 
cult to summarize an all-inclusive definition, Charles V, Hamilton, co-author of 
perhaps the best known book on this subject, has described the situation as fol- 
lows in Introducing a discussion of the concept of Black Power In an article In 
The New York Times ; 

Black Power has many definitions and connotations In the rhe- 
toric of race relations, , . , Ultimately, I suspect, we have 
to accept the fact that. In this highly charged atmosphere, 
it is virtually Impossible to come up with a single defini- 
tion satisfactory to alll^ 

Since themes most generally associated with the term Black Power involve a stress 
on political unity and an insistence on more self-determination in communities 
which are entirely or predominantly black. It Is also important to determine 
which individuals or groups the students feel best represent this theme, Wn|’e 
advocates of Black Power may take any of z multiplicity of positions in implicit- 
ly or explicitly translating the term into more specific and concrete implica- 
tions and meanings, the choice of advocates and groups students make perhaps more 
clearly Indicates what Black Power means to them than words or definitions they 
use, VJhich are sometimes quite vague. 

Though students may not fully understand the meaning of their choices of indi- 
viduals or groups, it is important that the philosophy of the group cited most 
by the students be understood. For example, Huey Newton, a national leader of 



^Norman Fiddmont and Daniel U, Levine, "Attitudes and Experiences Influencing Civil 
Rights Viewpoints Among Negro High School Students In Kansas City, Missouri," 
Final Reoort, 1969; Daniel U. Levine.^ al.,, lTh6. Altitudes of Students at Black 
High Schools In Five Cities " Final Report NIMH RO 3 MH 17107» 1971* Joseph P* 
‘Caligurl, Daniel U, Levine, et al., ."Black Power Attitudes Among Students in a 
Slack Junior High School, 1970, 

^Charles V, Hamilton, "An Advocate of Black Power Defines It," The New_York T.L!!]es, 
May 13, 1969. 



the Black Panther Party, has been quoted as expressing Ideas related to the slogan 
"All power to the people, "3 

Black power advocates often sound alike, but close scrutiny will reveal that dif- 
ferent points of view are expressed. Some Insist on more control over economic 
and political decisions and conditions in the black community, while others are 
calling for fully Independent and separate development and control of these com- 
munities, Most of the black leaders agree that economic institutions 
salvation of ghetto dwellers. Some believe that all Institutional life should be 
completely controlled by blacks and developed separately from national Institu- 
tions, If this goal Is not achieved, many feel that Improvements will be greatly 
hampered and efforts to overcome the anti-black establishment will suffer. 



Many are suggesting that the Slack Panther Party Is ant I -American, Along with the 
Weathermen Faction of the Students for a Democratic Society, It Is considered by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to be potentially the most dangerous group in 
the United States, What perhaps Is most objectionable to some Americans are the 
activities engaged In and »tatementsmade by leaders of the group, 1®®. * 

in our study of students at Lincoln Senior High School, Indications are that the 
Black Panther group Is the one most often cited as representing the Black Power 



^Bobby Seale, Black Panther leader quoted Huey Newton addressing the public In 
the Black Panther. March 16, 1968: 

1, V/e want freedom, we want power to determine the destiny 
of our black communities. No, 2: We want full employment 

for our people. No, 3: We want housing fit for shelter of 

human beings. No, 4: V^Ie want all black men to be exempt 

from military service. No, 5t We want decent education for 
our black people In our communities that teaches us the true 
nature of this decadent, racist society, and that teaches 
black people and our young black brothers and sisters their 
place In our society, for If they don't know their place In 
society and in the world, they can't relate to anything else. 

No, 6: We want an end to robbery by the white racist busi- 
nessman of black people In their community. No, 7? We want 
an IMMEDIATE end to police brutality and murder of black peo- 
ple, No, 8: We want all black men held In city, county, 

state, and federal Jails and prisons to be released because 
they have not had a fair trial because they've been tried by 
all white Juries, and that's just like being tried in Nazi 
Germany, being a Jew, No, 9: We want black people when 

brought to trial to be tried by members of their peer group; 
and a peer being one who comes from the same economic, so- 
cial, religious, historical and racial background; that. In 
fact, black people. If the United States government and the 
local courts did this, they would have to choose M^k Peo- 
ple from the black community to sit up on the jury . . . And 
No, 10; Huey said, let's summarize It: 'We want land, we 

want bread, we want housing, we want clothing, we want edu- 
cation, we want justice, and we want peace,' 
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Idea. It Is the group, more than any other, students feel Is doing most to cham- 
plonthe cause of black Americans, Since this Is the case, those alarmed over 
activities of the Black Panther Party may be concerned that future activities of 
young people may follow the trend of action the Black panther Party engages In as 
part of their search for equality. 

In this period In our history when student unrest Is quite common and Is expected 
to Intensify, It is easy to be attracted to the more dramatic and sensational ex- 
pressions. Many of the major accomplishments of Civil Rights groups and leaders 
are overlooked because they are not dramatized In a way to draw much attention. 
Perhaps what students say In th^s report Is neither dramatic or sensational but 
It Is Important. 

In the congressional Quarterly Weekly Report . Representative Shirley Chisholm 
(D.-N.Y.) said that Congress could not "solve the problem of student unrest. Vte 
should not If we could. Instead, we should listen to what our children - the 
students — are saying," Students were worried about racism, economic Injustice, 
and "the terribly mistaken war we are caught In" she said. 

The appeal that Black Power spokesmen are making Is clear. It is a calling on 
black Americans to exercise more power In American society, to feel thst In spite 
of the complex forces which have prevented black Americans from participating 
fully In supposedly available opportunities, barriers are not Insurmountable. 

Black Power, to those who employ the term primarily as a means to overcome 't®® 1“ 
Ings of helplessness, exclusion, and defeat which are thought to be widespread 
among residents of low-income, racial ghettoes, often stresses the goals of 
Ing a sense of pride In being black and of increasing commitment to and Identifi- 
cation with the welfare of black people wherever they may live. Part of the prob- 
lem advocates have had to deal with Is the rejection blacks have of themselves. 

Much of the rhetoric of Black power advocates 5s geared to help blacks 
this rejection. 

Specific Issues Investigated In the Study 

The major purposes of this study are to determine what the concept of Black Power 
means to black students az the sehior-high school age, to learn as much as pos- 
stble concerning the way in which : att I tudes on this Important subject are being 
formed, and who the students Interpret the real Black Power leaders and groups to 
be. Among the important questions which should be asked In a study of this type 
are the following: What do black senior-high school students think of slack Power. 
DO they view the concept favorably? How specific are their understandings of and 
attitudes toward Black power? From what sources are they receiving information 
about Black Power and what groups and Individuals Influence their attitudes tovard 
It? V/hat Impact will it have on their lives? 

It is felt by some observers that social class differences are determinants In 
views taken toward and support of the Black Power movement In particular. A com- 
monly-held point of view on this Issue Is that black youngsters from working-class 
or lower-income families t«rid to be more "radical" or "revolutionary" than black 



^Shirley Chisolm, Student Unrest, Congressional Quarterly Wee kly Report. May 23, 

1969. 
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youngsters from mlddle-fncome or social ly-mobi le families. Some also feel that 
black high school youngsters of low-lncome families respond with less mlMtancy 
than do black students attending college, who may be more I nterested I n fol lowing 
the ritual of their class work than concentrating on effecting social change. 

Another commonly -he Id point of view Is that youngsters, particularly I" this age 
group, are Influenced more by their peers than by their parents. One of the con- 
siderations of this study Is to determine whether black high school students are 
more Interested In the concept of Black Power, more favorable toward this concept 
and are more Inclined to support a militant definition of It, than their parents. 

Because our instrument, with few additions, was much like the Questionnaire ad- 
ministered In a previous study of Junior-high school students, ^ data from both 
these groups may provide some Important understandings of trends In the Slack 
power movement. It Is to be expected that senior-high school students, since they 
are older, may reflect views which demonstrate a more definite understanding of the 
Black power concept than Junior-high school students. 

It Is understandable that a limited study of this nature Is exploratory at most. 

In spite of Its limitations, however. It Is felt that the findings will prove to 
hold some Interest to educators as well as other persons researching other black 
students on the secondary level. Added questions dealt specif leal ly with student 
knowledge of civil rights groups, and which of these organizations did they feel 
stood most clearly for the Black Power Idea. Other Items were designed to Identi- 
fy groups felt to be most militant by students, whether they viewed these groups 
favorably or unfavorably, and who they perceived to be the Black power leaders in 

Kansas City. 

Procedures 

The questionnaire was administered under careful supervision to classes of stu- 
dents at Lincoln Senior High School In the late spring of 1969. Students were 
assured that their responses would remain anonymous as they were directed not to 
write their names on the questionnaire. A careful selection of those teachers 
considered most trustwor' 4 .hy by the students was made In hopes thet student re*- 
sponses would represent the most accurate Information possible. Usable responses 
were obtained from 200 students. Their responses are described In this report. 

Characteristics of the Sample 

The final sample of 200 consisted of 63 male students and 137 female students. 
Responses of males and females were grouped together after visual Inspection re- 
vealed no significant differences In responses by sex. 

Using Holl Ingshead's Two-Factor Index of Social Class, data were also collected 
to estimate the social class of students In our sample. The Holllngshead Index 
enables one to classify respondents In one of five social class categories. So- 
cial class category one includes respondents from upper status Income families 
and category 5 Includes respondents from very low status families. Students In 
Our sample fell Into the following social class categories;. 



^Ca 1 Igur I , 
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( 10 %) 

( 43 . 5 %) 

( 46 . 5 %) 



S.c. 1, 2, or 3 - 19 students 
S.C. 4 - 87 " 

S.C. 5 - 93 *' 

Since respondents classified In categories 4 and 5 on the Holllngshead lnde)< are 
considered to be members of lower status groups In the nation's population ("\^rk- 
Ing class," "underclass," etc.), 90% of the students In our sample can be desig- 
nated as belonging to relatively low-income families In Kansas City.” 

It^oUildbe noted that some Items on the questionnaire were open-ended questions 
which students were requested to answer In their own words. The advantage of this 
procedure Is that students' responses are not Influenced or guided one way or 
another by response categories such as are used on Items which request respondents 
to ciioose from a list of specific alternatives. Fortunately, many of the open- 
ended questions had been previously scored In another study to establish categories 
for all questions excluding questions 9 through 15.^ Only In questions 12 and 14 
did content analysis need to be carried out to establish categories. After becom- 
ing thoroughly ffjmlllar with responses to these two open-ended questions, cate- 
gories were constructed for them. A total of 24 response categories were con— 
structed. A second reader agreed with 20 of these categories.^ Because the rea — 
ers were In such close agreement It was felt that procedding with the suggested 
categories was Justified, Adjustments were necessary When assessing responses to 
other Open-ended questions. In most cases, additions of one or two response cate- 
gories ' rr necessary. 

Perceptions and Feelings About Black Power 

In responding to the question, "Vihat does Slack power mean to you?" 184 students 
wrote Out answers which were Judged to fit Into seven definite response categories. 
Thirty-seven of these responses would have required separate categories for each 
response and therefore were put into category eight labeled as "other." The re- 
sponse categories were as follows: 

Pride Responses emphasizing Black power as a movement to 

develop respect for and demonstrate pride In race 
among Black Americans. 



^The large majority of students in segregated inner-city neighborhoods have 
nomically and socially disadvantaged backgrounds. The wide Implications of this 
situation Is of major concern in American society today. Other large cities 
across the nation have neighborhoods similar to the one Lincoln draws Its students 
from. There are similarities in staffing and achievement levels of the faculties 
and student bodies In these neighborhood schools, Lincoln Is a de facto segre- 
gated high school which, like many other high schools In the country, will remain 
segregated throughout Its existence unless total Integration plans are Implement- 
ed, If the basic problem can be summarized at Lincoln, It Is one of helping these 
young people become a part of the mainstream of American society when their ra- 
cial Identification, socioeconomic level and residence, and the history and na- 
ture of their school all tend to reinforce their separateness and Isolation from 
this stream, 

^The appendix at the end of this paper presents all of the Items which were In- 
^ eluded on the quest ionnairea 
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power 



Responses which essentially referred to Black Power 
as power of black Americans to rule themselves. 



Equal Opportunities and Responses which emphasized Black Power as a movement 
Rights to achieve social, economic, and political equality. 



Fight ing 



Responses which cited Black Power retaliation or 
striking out against white society. 



Violence Responses which recognized Black Power as violence, 

such as riots, as a positive means of gaining recog- 
nition and the attention of American society. 



Militant - Non-violent Responses which expressed Black Power as a movement 
action involving peaceful demonstrations, etc., to awaken 

America's conscience and thus bring into being posi- 
tive social action. 

Nothing Responses' °f students who said Black power has no 

real meaning for them. 



The distribution of student responses within these content categories is shown in 
Table 1. The data In Table 1 show that students in our sample vary greatly in 
their definitions of Black Power. 



TABLE 1 

Responses to the Item, "IJhat Does Black Power Mean to you?" 



Meaning Category 


Number of Responses 


Percent of Respondents 


Pride 


13 


6.5 


Power (to control one's life) 


70 


35.0 


Equal Opportunities and Rights 


41 


20.5 


FI ghting 


2 


1.0 


Violence 


1 


.5 


Militant, non-violent action 


4 


2.0 


Nothing 


16 


9.0 


Other 


37 


18.5 


Blank 


16 


8.0 



Of the categories listed, two of the categories included the responses of a sub- 
stantial number of students, fiore than one-third of the students responding de- 
fined Black power as "Power (to control one's life)," while a little less than 
one-fourth defined Black Power as a movement to gain "equal opportunities and 
rights." Only eight percent said Black Power meant "nothing."' Even fewer ! (06.5%) 
defined Black Power as "pride." 



Another point that Is noteworthy here Is that In defining the term Black Power 
only 1.5% defined It In terms of violence. Assuming that violence and conflict 
are primarily negative concepts, one can conclude that Black Power Is not generally 




highly valued among senior-high school students. Since S2/o defined 
according to "pride," "power," or as a movement to gain equal opportunities a 
rIghts!"^IndIcatIons are that the students in our sample on the whole do have 
positive feelings about Black Power. This view Is further supported hy responses 

to the item, "l^;hen you hear or talk about Black power, hw or "Loud " 

shown in Table 2. thirty-two percent said they either felt good or proud, 
while only 2% said they felt ashamed and only 5.5% registered other negat ve 

feel 1 ngs. 

table 2 

Responses to the Item, "VJhen You Hear or Talk About Black Power, 

How DO You Feel?" 



Reaction Category 

Proud 

Good 

Ashamed 

Good, if not violent 

Depends 

Negative 

Nothing 

Other 



No. of Responses % of Re_sponse_s 



36 


18,0 


28 


14.0 


4 


2.0 


8 


4.0 


11 


5.5 


11 


5.5 


27 


13.5 


37 


18.5 



"Is there a difference between 
there was a difference, while 



When students were asked 

Pride?" 51.5% stated that . „ ui 

ference between Black Power snd Black Pride (Table 3>. 
differentiate between the two were extremely vague. Of 



Black Power and Black 
24% did not see a dlf- 
Students attempting to 
the 32% attempting to 



note differences between the two, 20% were unclasslf lable. Similarly, 24% of the 
Wre^onsL eJpLining Pride could not be classified. Those responses which 
wLe cSrtz^S explalLd Black Power as different from Black Pride in the sense 
that Black Power was a means of control, the poi^rer to | 

as violence, while Pride was regarded as a feeling, more specifically f g 

equal," or as a feeling of accomplishment, 

TABLE 3 

Responses to the Item, "Is There a Difference Between Black Power and Black Pride?" 



Response 



Percentage of Responses 



Yes (N = 103) 

No (N » 48) 

Don't Know (N “ 8) 



65.0 

30.0 

5.0 
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Sources and Commun Icat fon of Attitudes Concerning Black Power 



Respondents were asked to react to the Item, "What were the most Important influ” 
ences In your thinking about Black Power?" Of the 116 v^ho responded, 17 percent 
suggested that their attitudes were not Influenced by any outside philosophies, 
as they volunteered that "nothing" had Influenced their thinking about Black Power, 
Another 12 percent said that recent "riots" were most Influential, while an equal 
nunber said Ideas of "black unity and pride" influenced their thinking most. 

Seven percent cited each of the categories "Mass Media" and "Activities of Black 
Militant Organizations," Other responses Included as influential fell into the 
category "Death and Speeches of Martin Luther King" 5 percent, "Teachers" 3*5 per- 
cent, and "Racial Tension" 1 percent, 

TABLE 4 

Responses to the Item, "What Were the Most Important Influences in 

Your Thinking About Black Power?" 



Source No, of Responses Percent of Res pondents 



Mass Media 


8 


7% 


Activities of Black Militant Groups 


8 


7% 


Death and/or speeches of Martin Luther 
King 

Racial Tension 


6 

1 


5% 

1% 


Riots 


14 


12% 


Black Pride and Unity 


14 


12% 


Nothing 


20 


17% 


Teachers 


4 


3.5% 


Other 


41 





The Item "VJho Do you Talk to About Black power?" provided additional information 
regarding Influences of Black Power among students In our sample. Student re- 
sponses fell into the categories shown in Table 5. 

TABLE 5 

Responses to the Item, "V/ho Do you Talk to About Black Power? 



Response 

Relative (outside immediate family) 
Friends 

Family (immediate family) 

Teachers 

Nobody 

community leaders 

Other 

Everyone 




Number of Responses % of Respondents 



4 


2% 


70 


42% 


14 


8% 


8 


5% 


33 


20% 


3 


2% 


15 


9% 


21 


12% 
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Inspection of these responses clearly reveals that students tend to look first to 
friends and age-mates for Information or Interaction concerning the meaning of 
!3lacl< Power, Although other Influences are Indicated, none seems to fulfill, to 
the same degree, the role friends play. Only eight percent Indicate they discuss 
Slack power with their families, and even fewer cite their teachers. 



Questions 9 through 15 deal directly with groups and leaders considered most In- 
fluentlal In the black community. Two questions asked students to state specitica 
ly the organizations and leaders they considered reflected most the Interest of 
black people In Kansas City. After asking students to respond to the Item How 
many civil rights groups can you name?" 58 of the students were able to list from 
2 to 3 groups, 48 students listed from 4 to 5, and 36 were able to list 6 or more 
groups. These findings Indicate that at least 72% of those responding to the Item 
were reasonably familiar with several groups and organizations operating in the 
black community. 



The students were then asked to respond to the Item "V^hich of these organizations 
i-ems to stand most clearly for the Black Power idea?" The Black Panther Party 
(now the Sons of Malcolm) was the most frequent selection, as 41% of those stu- 
dents responding to the question selected this group. The only other group 
students selected In reasonably large numbers was the NAACP (National 
for the Advancement of Colored people) which 30% of responding r ao/ c 

The SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference) was the selection of 9/0 of 
the responding students. 



the 

Association 
students chose. 



TABLE 6 

Responses to the Item, "Which of These Organizations Seems to Stand 
Most clearly for the Black Power Idea? 



Response 



No. of Responses 



% of Respondents 



Black Panthers 
Soul, Incorporated 
Disciples 
NAACP 

Black Youth of America 

SCLC 

SNCC 

CORE 

Black Musi Ims 



54 


41% 


9 


7% 


3 


2% 


39 


30% 


6 


5% 


12 


9% 


6 


5% 


1 


.5% 


2 


1.25% 



The next Item on the survey asked students "Which of these organizations do you 
believe to be militant?" Again, the Black Pantier pa^ty was Indicated. In this 
instance, of a total of 113 students who responded, 98 (87%) Indicated that the 
panther organization represented what they considered the most militant civil 

rights group. 

These responses may indicate the present trend of thought among many black young- 
sters today. There appears to be a definite feeling among high school youth in 
the black community that the more traditional groups are much too conservative to 
O . Immediate needs of their communities and thus have decided to support groups 

EI\LC' o 
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which express militant concepts of 3lack Power, 

Responses to the Item "How do you feel about militant organizations?" further sup- 
port this point of view. The responses were divided Into two categories, positive- 
neutral and negative. Eight students responded In positive terms wjlle gave 
netatlve responses. Of the positive-neutral response categories, 18 did not re- 
ject militancy In organizations but had no particular feelings about them, while 
16 said they were "good and necessary," Another respondents made positive 
statements which were not classifiable and thus were placed In the category 
"positive-other," 

Students who wrote statements objecting to militant organizations generally sug- 
gested that these organizations were "troublemakers" or were "violent and destruc- 
tive," Other students salld they "dislike them" and that they "don t help the 
black cause." Eleven students expressed general dislike for these organizations 
while 10 others said they felt militant organizations were violent and destructive, 
Fifteen student responses which were negative were put Into the negative otner 
category, 

TA3LE 7 

Responses to the Item, "How Do You Feel About Militant Organizations?" 



Response Positive-Neutral 

No feelings 
Good and Necessary 
pos I tive-Other 

Response Negative 

Troublemakers 
Dislike them 

Do not help cause of blacks 
Violent and destructive 
Other 



1^. 


Percentage 


18 


9.0 


16 


8.0 


46 


23.0 


No. 


Percentage 


3 


1.5 


11 


5.5 


5 


2.5 


10 


5.0 


15 


7.5 



Wording to Arthur L. Smith, author of Rhetoric of Black Reyolut.i^: 

Even the names of various organizations in the black community 
emphasize power; for example, consider FIGHT, US, Black Panthers, 
Bootstrap, Afro-American Action Committee. Reflecting In their 
names the newness as well as the vitality of power as a concept, 
these organizations are peopled with blacks who consider the tra- 
ditional civil rights groups such as Urban League, National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People and even the 
congress of Racial Equality, to be archaic and conservative. 

Even though CORE’S emphasis did change when Floyd McKlssIck 
embraced black power. It Is still considered one of the old 
line groups by many black revolutionists, p. 50 
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There was a total number Pf 76 students not responding to the question. However, 
the responses which were made Indicate that many black youth no longer reject m i~ 
tancy as a method of achieving equality. 

Questions thirteen and fifteen dealt with the Black Power leaders In Kansas City. 

In response to the question "In your estimation, who are the Black Power leaders 
In Kansas City?" Black Panther leader (now the Sons of Malcolm) Pete O'Neal was 
referred to more than any other listed person. A total of 94 Indicated who they 
felt to be the Black Power leaders. Of the 94 respondents 64% selected Pete 0 Neal. 
Of the remaining 36% suggesting leaders* 25% chose leaders whose philosophy was 
much like that of O'Neal. Pete O'Neal's brother, Gary O'Neal, was the choice of 
13% and Lee Bohannon 12%. Gary O'Neal, at the time, led the organization Sou^ 
Incorporated " and Lee Bohannon organized and presently leads the group Black Youth 
of America." Both groups are regarded as militant In their approach to civil rights 



Although clear acceptance of Black Power advocates who stress militancy Is Indi- 
cated In this survey, students also were asked to respond to an Item which was 
designated to Identify the person expressing best the philosophy which was more 
acceptable to them. Admiration expresses a desire or willingness to imitate or 
hold In high esteem. Respondents were asked to answer the following Item; Uf all 
the Civil Rights leaders you know of, which one do you admire most?" 70% of the 
respondents named Martin Luther King, Jr., even though he was then deceased, while 
Pete O'Neal was the choice of 11%. Perhaps to most students, leaders who repre- 
sent philosophies and ideals much like Martin Luther King would be preferred if It 
was felt these leaders could produce the results that he did during his lifetime. 
But It Is possible that many of those responding to this Item may well admire these 
men but feel that their philosophy Is not practical in dealing with the problems 
of discrimination today. Though It seems that organizations which stress militancy 
are better known to youth in Kansas City, students were unable to clearly indicate 
why they were In favor of these groups. In responding to the item, **Vihlch black 
organizations are you most In favor of? Why?", the Black Panther Party was cited 
30 times, five more times than the NAACP, but students were unable to express clear 
ly why they supported either. 



questions 



TABLE 8 



Response to the Item 



Item, "In Your Estimation, Who Are the Black 
power Leaders In Kansas City?" 



Individuals 



No. of Responses 



% of Respondents 



Bruce 'Jatkins 
Gary O'Neal 
Pete O'Neal 
Lee Bohannon 
Alvin Brooks 



Curtis McCl inton 



7 

12 

60 

11 

3 




Comparisons Between Junior and Senior High Students 



As mentioned earlier, comparisons also were made between the responses of senior 
high students in this study and junior high students in a previous study conducted 
by Caligurl and Levine. Comparisons were limited to items which were worded Iden- 
tically or nearly identically in the two studies and were tested for statistical 
significance by means of chl-squared t^sts for comparing two dI<;tributions 
spondents. Differences which were found at or beyond the ,05 It el of signifi- 
cance were as follows: 

- Senior high respondents less frequently said that 3lack Power means 
"nothing" than did junior high respondents, 

- Senior high respondents more frequently reported ^that ^ the term Slack 
Power makes them feel proud as compared with junior high respondents, 

- Senior high respondents were more inclined to say there is a difference 
between Black Power and Black Pride than were junior high respondents, 

- A smaller proportion of senior high respondents reported talking to 
members of their families and relatives about Black Power than did 
junior high respondents. 

- Senior high respondents reported their parents as being more negative 
about Black Power than did junior high respondents. 

- Senior high respondents were more likely to feel that Black Power 
would make a change in their lives than were junior high respondents. 

These results must be treated cautiously Inasmuch as the data for the two studies 
were obtained some months apart and the two samples were not randomly selected to 
be representative of junior and senior high students attending all-black secondary 
schools in Kansas City. Nevertheless, they do suggest that older black youth may 
be more favorable toward Black Power than are younger black youth, perhaps because 
they have more specific knowledge about the term’s meaning and perceive it as po- 
tentially having a greater impact on their future than do the latter. One 
also hypothesize that older black youth may be more reluctant than younger black 
youth to talk to their relatives and family about Black Power, perhaps because the 
former tend to disagree with their parents and relatives to a greater extent than 
do the latter. Firm conclusions about the causes and meaning of these differences, 
however, would require longitudinal data collection with more comparable samples. 
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TABLE 9 



Response to the Item, "Which Black Organizations Are You 
Most In Favor Of? Why?" 



Organizations 



SCLC 

Black Panthers 
Soul, Incorporated 
NAACP 



Black Youth of America 

None 

Other 



No. of Responses 
7 

30 

11 
25 

4 

12 
14 



Percent (of the full 
sample of 200) 

3.570 
15.07c 

5.570 

12.57o 

2 % 

67o > 

77o 



TABLE 10 

Response to the Item, "Of All the Civil Rights Leaders You Know Of, 

V/hich One Do You Admire Most?" 



individuals 



No. of Responses 



% of Respondents 



Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Stokeley Carmichael 
Julian Bond 
Huey Newton 
Pete O'Neal 
Roy I7i1klns 
Lee Bohannon 
Alvin Brooks 



73 

5 

8 

3 

12 

2 

1 

1 



69.527o 
4.767o 
7.617o 
2.857 o 
1 1 .437o 
1.907o 
.957o 
.957o 



Discussion 

Few of the results reported on the preceding pages are at all surprising. One or 
the major Issues in connection with Black Power is whether black Americans have 
specific economic, political, and social goals In mind In thinking about Black 
power and whether they are in su^'ficlent agreement about these goals to translate 
support for the concept into improvements In living conditions. It has become the 
concern of many Interested black Americans that those living in the^black commun- 
ity might perceive Black Power primarily as a slogan having to do with racial 
pride and might participate In activities designed to show a distinctive Afro- 
American identity but that behavior along these lines will have little or no ef- 
fect on conditions In the big city ghettoes. 

One thing is certain; students in our sample recognized that Black power does re- 
late to pride, power to control one's life and equal opportunities and rights, 
which demonstrates clearly that they do have sufficient Information to realize its 
basic significance. On the other hand, a very small percentage of students In our 
were able to define Black Power in terms of achievable goals. The fact that 
gj^Queness surrounds the meaning of Black Power provides the basis for arguments 
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to justify a systematic academic program that might reach the great majority of 
students In order to Increase understanding of the slogan. 



With this In mind, it must be pointed out that schools could provide the neces- 
sary quldance concerning the Black Power movement. The Black Power Idea is P®J*“ 
haps the most Important concept of our times In the black community. It an his- 
torical fact, unless It Is widely explored in the setting most conducive to such 
Lalysls, black people may well continue to walk In the shadow of vagueness many 
times stumbling over each other's Ideas, 
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APPENDIX 



The following table lists the questions and responses previously categorized. It 
should be noted that the percentages cited after each number Indicating the 
ber selecting that answer is not based on the total number of questionnaires (200)» 
but rather on the total number responding to the question. For example, If only 
173 of the 200 students In our sample responded to the question, the percentage 
sould be calculated on the basis of I73 responses rather than 200, 



Item 



Response Category 



% lill 



1. What does slack Power mean 
to you? 



Pride 

power to control one's life 
Equal opportunities and rights 
Fighting 
Violence 

Militant non-violent action 

Nothing 

Other 



7 (13) 

38 (70) 
22 (i^l) 

1 ( 2 ) 
1 ( 1 ) 
2 (4) 

9 (16) 

20 (37) 



USe What were the most import- 
ant influences in your 
thinking about Black Power 



Media 

Activities of Black Militants' 
organizations 

Death and speeches of Martin 
Luther King 
Racial tension 
Riots 

Black Pride and Unity 

Nothing 

Teachers 

Other 



7 


(8) 


7 


(8) 


5 


(6) 


1 


(1) 


12 


(14) 


12 


(14) 


17 


(20) 


3 


(4) 


35 


(41) 



3, Vihen you hear or talk about Proud 
Black power, how do you Good 

feel? Ashamed 

Good if not violent 

Depends 

Negative 

Nothing 

Other 



4. 



What do your parents and Parents are negative 
people you know say about Parents understand 
Black power? Parents positive^ 

Parents say nothing 

Depends 

Other 



22 (36) 
17 (28) 

3 (4) 

5 (8) 

7 (11) 

7 ( 11 ) 

17 (27) 

23 (37) 



34 (54) 

4 (6) 

14 (22) 

23 (36) 

10 ( 16 ) 

16 (26) 
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Item 



Response Category 



% iiil 



5, Who do you talk to about 
Black power? 



Relatives 
Friends 
Faml ly 
Teachers 
Nobody 

Community leaders 

Other 

Everyone 



2 


(^) 


42 


(70) 


8 


(14) 


5 


(8) 


20 


(33) 


2 


(3) 


9 


(15) 


13 


(21) 



6, Is there a difference between 
Slack power and Slack Pride? 


Yes 
No , 

Don't know 




64 

30 

5 


(103) 

(48) 

(8) 


Those stating differences 


power is control 
power Is exercising 
power is violence 
Other 


rights 


19 

14 

3 

64 


(12) 

(9) 

(2) 

(40) 


Those stating differences 


pride Is feeling equal 
pride Is a feeling of 
accompi ishment 
Other 


26 

6 

68 


(19) 

(4) 

(49) 


7, How do you feel about wearing 
Afro dress? 


All right 

Proud 

Fool fsh 

Persona 1 

Don ' t like It 

It depends 

Other 




44 

17 

2 

7 

9 

15 

7 


(75) 

(28) 

(3) 

(11) 

(15) 

(25) 

(12) 


8. Do you think Black Power will 
change anything In your life? 


Yes - Maybe 
No 




54 

46 


(89) 

(76) 


Responses to Question 8 
pos i t I ve 


V/ill change my old beliefs 
V/Ill better economic and 
social 1 i fe 

Will produce more pride 
Other 


9 

37 

7 

48 


(4) 

(17) 

(3) 

(22) 


Responses to Question 8 
Negative 


Only a word 
Noth I ng 
Other 




22 

72 

6 


(4) 

(13) 

(1) 



9. HOW many civil rights groups 
can you name? Please list 
them* 



ERJC 



0 - 1 
2-3 
4-5 
6 or more 



16 (27) 

35 (59) 

28 (48) 

21 ( 36 ) 



I tern 



10, V/hlch of these organizations 
seems to stand most clearly 
for the Black Power idea? 



11. V/hich of these organizations 
do you believe to be mili" 
tant? List one or more in 
order of militancy. 



12, How do you feel about mili- 
tant organizations? - 
Pos i t i ve 

Negative 



Response Category 

Black Panthers 
Soul^ Inc. 

Disciples 

NAACP 

Black youth of America 

S.C.L.C. 

S.N.C.C. 

CORE 

Black Musi ims 



Slack Panthers 
Soul, Inc. 

Disciples 

NAACP 

Black youth of America 

S.C.L.C. 

S.N.C.C. 

CORE 

Black Muslims 



No feelings 

They are good and necessary 
Other 

Trouble makers 

Dislike them 

Don't help cause 

They are violent and destru< 

Sick 

Other 



% 


m 


41 


(54) 


7 


(9) 


2 


(3) 


30 


(39) 


5 


(6) 


9 


(12) 


5 


(6) 


1 


(1) 


2 


(2) 


87 


(98) 


1 


(5) 


1 


(1) 


4 


(4) 


0 




0 




4 


(^) 


0 




1 


(1) 


23 


(19) 


21 


(17) 


56 


(46) 


7 


(3) 


25 


(11) 


11 


(5) 


e 23 


(10) 


0 


(0) 


34 


(15) 



13. In your estimation, who are Bruce V/atkins 
the Black Power leaders In Gary O'Neal 
Kansas City? Pete O'Neal 

Lee Bohannon 
Alvin Brooks 
Curtis McCl inton 
Other 



7 


(7) 


13 


(12) 


64 


(60) 


12 


(11) 


3 


(3) 


1 


(1) 


0 


(0) 



Uj, Vihich black organization are S.C.L.C. 

you most in favor of? Why? Black Panthers 

Soul, Inc, 

NAACP 

S.N.C.C. 

Black youth of America 
None 

Q Other 

ERIC. 



7 


(7) 


29 


(30) 


11 


(11) 


24 


(25) 


1 


(1) 


4 


(4) 


12 


(r2). 


14 


(14) 



17 



18 



Reasons for selecting 

groups in Item 14 Response Category. 



S.C.L.C. 



They are peaceful 
Other 



Black Panthers 



Soul, Inc, 
NAACP I 

f' 



S.N.C.C. 



Black youth of America 



They demand respect 

Because of their dress and talk 

They defend and help blacks 

Other 

Have good intentions 
Other 

Only organization that makes 
sense 

Defends and helps blacks 
Emphasizes brotherhood 
Other 

They're not violent 
Represent Interest of youth 



Response Categories 



15. Of all the civil rights Martin Luther King 

leaders you know of, which Stoke ley Carmichael 

one do you admire most? Julian Bond 

Huey Newton 
Pete O'Neal 
Roy Wilkins 
Lee Bohannon 
Alvin Brooks 
Vihitney Young 
Jesse Jackson 



1 


(M) 


75 


(3) 


25 


(1) 


13 


(3) 


4 


(1) 


33 


(8) 


50 


(12) 


26 


(2) 


74 


(6) 


0 


(0) 


50 


(11) 


5 


(1) 


45 


(10) 


100 


(1) 


100 


(^) 


% 


m 


70 


(73) 


5 


(5) 


8 


(8) 


3 


(3) 


11 


(12) 


2 


(2) 


1 


(1) 


1 


(1) 


0 


(0) 


0 


(0) 
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